Tranquil Atmosphere
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Participant] Kevin Chen, Yi-Hui Lin

Photographer| Sam Tsen

Category_| Apartment

Location ] Linkou, New Taipei City

Materials | marble, mosaic tile, walnut wood, hardwood veneer
Size | 265m?

Design period] May — November 2013

Construction period | December 2013 — May 2014
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Nic Lee

INABEEET ZEESN Waterfrom Design / Nic Lee | b l -
EEZETR Pratt ETZ = ANERETIE T - IR437K4H5%5T | After graduating from Pratt Institute, Nic form to
SRETHEER - PEIENS 2009 £ 2013 THEEGEZENEE | Taiwan and formed his own interior design company.
STAEEEICEIEELE « (EE2EMHEEMERE - T | He is interested in using humorous motifs in design
{EZERI%E TID 28 » DAK 2010 &F ~ 2011 FFEIZKER4 | to express story orientation association to its users.
82 . Since 2009, he has won many awards from domestic
and international competitions.
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1. (BLEARAZERS » T ELABIRERIN T ZeRI AL | ERVEAS - 1. A view from the living room towards the entrance
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2. The living room is like a white-and-gray color box 3. Black and white makes a strong color contrast to the lobby 4. Pure and tranquil space is
enhanced by white color surface treatments from ceiling to partition wall 5. Gray color stone covered partition wall and white color sofa makes a
perfect match 6. Plan
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7. Public zone ambience in a tranquil air 8. Guest/tea room is an extended space attached to the living room. Screen can open or seal depending
on need 9. A pathway leading to the children’s bedrooms is right behind the dining table. Careful material and texture control makes a sharp
differentiation between two spatial program 10. A 15-centimeter gap offers a conduit to allow natural light to enter
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Abstract and Pure

Purism uses simple lines and geometrical volumes to make composition. Nic is interested in art like abstract paintings and
Purism from Kazimir Malevich, Piet Mondrian and other Avant-Gardists who inspire him to use colors and create spatial layouts
in a similar way.

Different from his typical design process, Nic has formulated a new design thinking based on first selecting the proper materials
and basic color order and then conferring a spatial system. Nic says: “| usually deal with space first. After the spatial layout
is set, | will start to add materials and color to the space. Yet this project is completely reversed with regards to any previous
experience and design process.”

In Malevich’s Black Square, a black square is surrounded by white. Even the composition is simple, as the two colors seem
to be pulled close and then pushed away by two invisible forces. One can fully appreciate the weight and density of the two
geometrical shapes. This painting gave Nic the full inspiration from spatial layout to the selected colors for this apartment
project
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11. Dining room and kitchen space 12. Glass panel creates spatial layering 13. German kitchenware and white color stone wall 14. A view from the
kitchen towards the dining room

Continuality and discontinuity

In order to comply with client's demand for more bedrooms the spatial layout needed many fixed physical walls. The challenge
was to create independent rooms while still maintaining the spatial transparency. It relies on a careful study of proper scale and
control of visual directions that offers a spatial layering in a more dynamic way. Even the common practice of spatial order is
hierarchal from public to private yet the space is even more layered than a typical middle size apartment.

The advantage of this apartment is that it enjoys natural light from three directions. But there are still several rooms excluded
from direct natural light. Nic released a 15 centimeter gap between the ceiling and partition wall thereby dividing a reading
room and tea room to create a channel to welcome natural light in. Nic said: “The tea room is a space extended from the living
room and a space mediating between the living room and dining room. An electronically operated screen open or closes to
provide a flexible border in the public area.”

The dining room adjacent to the tearoom and situated in the physical central position of the apartment. At another side stands a
kitchen space that accepts natural light. Bright natural light from the kitchen and gentle light from the tearoom converges in the
dining room in a very mysterious way. A glass panel installed in bathroom allows mosaic, marble and other material to all meet
on the surface of the glass panel.
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15. Wood floor in the bedroom gives a sharp contrast to the public zone 16. White color wardrobe separating the sleeping area and reading room
17. The bookshelf is a special design pattern built with stainless steel panels 18 Reading room and its color setting 19. Bedroom | and its interior
color and pattern setting 20. A close view of weaved pattern wallpaper 21. Bedroom Il and the geometrical pattern on the surface of the partition

Color blocks and material textures

Black, gray and white colors dominate the space. In the lobby, dark color wood embraces the surroundings while a portion in
white color leather directly cuts out the continuality. The texture change sharply contrasts not just in color but also in the texture
between hard and soft, heavy and light. In the living room, the color changes into gray and white. Limestone and its whitish
color give the space a vivid rhythm. While the color in the furnishings is rather condensed it turns from light to dark.

The dining room is bathed under a pure white color. At the axis’ end there is a wood grate door that enters a pathway to the
children’s rooms. This vista end is delicately treated in color and texture because it proclaims a complete visual end from the
lobby, living room, to the dining room. The kitchen adjacent to the dining space is also permeated with white color. The white
color wall and white color kitchenware provides a coherent but strong visual impact.

The reading room right inside the master bedroom is paved with a dark color walnut floor. The bookshelf against wall is built
with laminated wood and metal frames. The shelf is composed in a geometrical layout and looks like a section of a real building.
Nic is very proud of this bookshelf.

The bedroom is surrounded mostly by wood, even the furniture pieces; and some are even covered with a woven pattern motif
to emphasize a sense of intimacy. There are two child’s bedrooms; one shows a strong geometrical pattern motif and the other
shows a rustic pattern motif with horizontal strips. The master bathroom uses mosaic tiles that are rustic in surface profile that
reflect and deflect light like a diamond.
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22. Oak wood patterned motif on the surface wardrobe 23. Bedroom and its spatial ambience 24. Light effect on the surface of the mosaic tiles in a
bathroom 25. Stone table forms an infinite illusion in front of a mirror 26. A view from the master bathroom towards the pathway 27.28. 3D drawings
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1. Black, white, gray and earth colors dominate the space in this
apartment 2. White color: leather in the lobby, limestone in the living
room, white paint used on the bookshelf, stone used in the kitchen,
mosaic tile used in the bathroom, wallpaper used in child's room 3. Gray
color: Limestone used in the living room, gray color tile used in most
public zone, painted surface panel used in the kitchen 4. Black color:
wood grate used in the lobby and dining room 5. Wood: wood floor used
in the bedroom, wardrobe in master bedroom
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1. Program is rather sophisticated for a typical apartment; the public
zone includes the typical program while the private zone includes the
master bedroom and its attached space, three bedrooms and reading
room. 2. Guest room can be converted into tearoom partitioned by an
electronically controlled screen 3. Client's taste favors white color. A total
of six different white color materials were adopted 4. Master bathroom is
fully coved by mosaic tiles except the ceiling for safety




